	IV. COMMENTS OF HEAD OF DEPARTMENT *          (Please circle accordingly)

	1. Significance:
	
	

	Does the research address an important problem? Will the research affect concepts and methods that drive the field?
	YES
	NO

	2. Approach: 
	
	

	Is the conceptual framework adequately developed? Are the design, methods and analyses adequately developed and appropriate?
	YES
	NO

	3. Innovation:
	
	

	Does the research challenge existing paradigms? Does it employ novel concepts, approaches and methods?
	YES
	NO

	4. Principal Investigator:
	
	

	Is the Principal Investigator appropriately trained to conduct this research? Does the Principal Investigator have evidence of commitment (e.g. previous track record)?
	YES
	NO

	5. Environment:
	
	

	Is the Principal Investigator’s environment suited to perform the research? Is there an adequate patient/subject pool and are there adequate resources?
	YES
	NO

	6. Budget:
	
	

	Are the projected costs appropriate (i.e. accurate)? Is the overall budget reasonable for the significance of the research?
	YES
	NO


Comments 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
I acknowledge that this research is in keeping with standards set by the Principal Investigator’s department. 
	_________________________________________________
	     ________

	Signature of Head / Chief / Vice-Dean(Research) / Dean*
	Date

	Name:      
	

	Title:        
	Position:      


*The Head of Department can be the Head / Chief of the PI’s Department. 
If the PI or co-investigators is the Head or Chief of PI’s Department, this section should be completed by the Vice-Dean (Research) or Dean of the Faculty. 
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