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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this talk is to introduce the wonderful world of classical music from a personal perspective.
The talk begins with three questions: Why does the speaker, an engineering educator, want to talk about
music to an engineering audience? What is classical music? Is classical music boring? After addressing
these questions, the speaker’s first encounter with classical music is described, followed by a summary of
the various forms of compositions and brief comments on some major composers. The various human
emotions conveyed in classical music, such as joyful, melancholy, patriotic, longing/homesick, heroic,
religious, romantic love, etc. are illustrated, using excerpts from various compositions, which are played
directly from recordings. After demonstrating the contrast between folk songs and operatic arias, the talk
proceeds with suggestions for beginners, and ends with some concluding remarks. Homework
assignments are offered for those interested, as well as reference materials for further exploration.
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