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ABSTRACT 

We report a phenomenon-level study showing that emojis act as a non-verbal side channel that weakens refusal and 
increases harmful responses in LLMs, including when paired with classic jailbreak paradigms. Using controlled, multi-
language evaluations across representative models, we observe consistent gains in attack success alongside shifts in 
refusal signals and representations. The talk focuses on empirical observations and risk understanding rather than 
operational recipes. 

BIOGRAPHY 

Ms. Feng is currently pursuing the Ph.D. under Prof. Biplab Sikdar. Ms. Feng’s current research focuses on cost and 
security issues related to AI systems. 
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